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Start JACK [movmg to her, getting down on one knee}. You really
love me, Gwendoline?

GWENDOLINE. Passionately!

JAcK. Darling! You don’t know how happy you've made me.

GWENDOLINE, My own Ernest! [ Embraces JACK.]

JACK. Of course. But you don’t really mean to say that you
couldn't love me if my name wasn’t Ernest?

GWENDOLINE. But your name is Ernest. [Releases him.}

JACK {quickly]. Yes, I know it is, { Rises and sits beside her.]
But supposing it was something else? Do you mean to say
you couldn't love me then?

GWENDOLINE. Oh, that is clearly a metaphysical speculation
and, like all metaphysical speculations, has very little refer-
ence to the actual facts of life as we know them.

JACK [airily]. Personally, darling, to speak quite candidly, I
don’t care much about the name of Ernest—I don't think
the name suits me at all.

GWENDOLINE {[firmly]. It suits you perfectly. It is a divine
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name, [Fervently.] It has a music of its own. It produces
vibrations.

Jack. Well, really, Gwendoline, I must say that I think there
are lots of other much nicer names. I think—Jack, for in-
stance, a charming name,

GWENDOLINE ({distastefully]. Jack! No, there is very little
music in the name Jack, if any at all, indeed. It does not
thrill. It produces absolutely no vibrations. I have known
sevetal Jacks, and they all without exception were more
than usually plain. { JACK winces.} Besides, Jack is a no-
torious domesticity for John! And I pity any woman who is
married to a man called John. [JACK starts edging away
from bher on sofa.] She would probably never be allowed
to know the entrancing pleasure of a single moment's soli-
tude. The only really safe name is Ernest.

JACK [ flustered]. Gwendoline, I must get christened at once—
I mean we must get married at once. [Rises,] Stop

GWENDOLINE [swrprised]. Married, Mr. Worthing? [Rigls.]

JACK [astoNded]. Well—surely. You know that I lovg/you,
and you led\ge to believe, Miss Fairfax, that you yfere not
absolutely indiNgrent to me,

GWENDOLINE. I ad\e you. But you haven't pgosed to me
yet. Nothing has bén said at all about myffiage, The sub-
ject has not even beenNpuched upon,

JACK, Well—may I propod\to you now

GWENDOLINE. I think it wolNd be s admirable opportunity.
[Sits quickly on sofa again. J¥g6 spare you any possible dis-
appointment, Mr. Worthj#€, I'\ink it only fair to tell you
quite frankly beforelyid that Nam fully determined to
accept you.

JACK. Then, Gypfidoline, you will mady me? [Goes down
on both knehf.]

GWENDOLIN#, Of course I will, darling. [PNys arms around
his negf.] How long you have been about N I am afraid
youMave had very little experience in how to Nopose.

JAGE My own one, I have never loved anyone in Wge world
but you,


Stop


